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Thank you for considering our school as the best place for your child’s educational journey. We want all 
involved with Chilwell school to enjoy the pleasure of learning and the excitement of new challenges. We 
are committed to giving the best opportunities in order to develop success in our students.  

We understand the importance of informed choice in education. As a school we focus our energies on 
enabling students to make the best choices every day. We welcome students to a caring environment 
with a focus on high expectations and excellent behaviour. 

Making the change from primary school to secondary school is an exciting time, with many opportunities. 
It can also be a time when students are full of expectation and perhaps a little nervousness. This is why 
we ensure that the process of transition is as smooth as possible. 

We are a school that believes strongly in partnership and so this informs our approach to working with 
parents. Through this, we can ensure that our children are supported to be the best they can be. 

Our curriculum is broad and challenging, with a focus on developing key knowledge 
and skills. We know that a strong education is based upon the building blocks of core 
skills, high challenge and a breadth of opportunity. A Chilwell education ensures that 
our students make strong progress to be confident adults. 

Commitment to a successful education means good behaviour, hard work and a re-
spect for others. At Chilwell school we expect these from all who work and study 
here. We are proud that our students and parents recognise that an education at 
Chilwell is an academic education and so much more.  

We encourage students to have respect for themselves and all other members of 
the school community and to take responsibility for their actions. It is the right and 
responsibility of all students to achieve their full potential and to get the most from 
their education. 

David Phillips Headteacher 

“Pupils behave well and 
respect each other, staff 
and visitors.”  OFSTED 
MAY 2018 



“A dedicated team of staff, coordinated by the designated 

safeguarding leader, supports vulnerable pupils. These staff 

work with determination and sensitivity” 

OFSTED MAY 2018 

Transition 

We have a strong partnership with our family of primary schools. Our transition package strikes the right 
balance between welcoming students to a new environment and routines whilst also allowing space to 
develop their independent skills. 

Our transition programme includes: 

•initial visits to schools by staff to develop familiarity of key people; 

•provision of a full guidance package through the final years of primary and the start of year seven; 
•three summer term induction days - one with the new form tutor and two curriculum based; 

•a first day start when only the new year seven students are in school; 
•small group visits for vulnerable students or those with particular anxieties or needs; 

•parental dialogue throughout the transition process. 

Communication 

Communication with parents/carers takes a number of forms; we have a bespoke parent communication 
system, WeDuc, in addition to e-mail, text, letters and phone calls. 

Progress reports are issued on a regular basis. All students receive a full annual report along with an 
achievement update. In addition, there are annual parents’ evenings and an interim achievement 

update. Year seven also have a settling-in parents’ evening to review the first half-term at 
Chilwell school. 

Communication with parents will be regular, celebrating success, sending 
out reminders and bringing attention to any particular issues or 

news, as well as ensuring key information is provided 
through secure communication channels. 

We always welcome contact from parents 
with any queries or questions. 



“Pupils choose from a wide range of extra-curricular activities, which develop 
their confidence, as well as the culture of aspiration within the school and the 
local community.”  OFSTED May 2018 

Teaching and learning 

Developing the work of teachers and students in the classroom has 
the highest priority at Chilwell School. 

We are constantly growing and refining our approaches. We have a 
training schedule that is wholly focused on sharing practice of our 
successful strategies as well as termly explorations of the current 
and developing pedagogical theories. 

Quality assurance activities take place every two weeks. These are 
combined with weekly climate walks undertaken by our leadership 
team and faculty leaders in order to help teachers to develop and 
refine their craft to the highest standards possible 

Middle leaders meet  together every week to discuss approaches to 
teaching and all meetings are focussed on the continual review and 
development of classroom practice. 

Because we know that good literacy and numeracy skills are the 
basis for academic and vocational success we ensure that every 
faculty has a keen focus on ensuring that literacy and numeracy 
skills are at the core of schemes of learning and day to day lessons. 

Chilwell lessons are centred upon the development of knowledge 
and inquiry. Learning begins with a key question which sets out 
what our students will learn during the series of lessons and forms 
the basis of the review of learning. Students will be expected to 
address the question using the new knowledge, skills or under-
standing gained from the lessons. 

Learning is our focus at all times. 



The Chilwell School curriculum is 
designed to meet the needs of all 
our students and ensure that they 
have challenging  experiences. 
Our year seven students will follow 
the curriculum below. 

English - A creative teaching team deliver exciting 
and engaging lessons. The curriculum is diverse 
and interesting and includes the study of novels, 
creative writing, poetry and media studies. All 
year seven students follow a reading challenge 
programme. 

Physical Education - The excellent facilities of 
Chilwell Olympia allow our students to participate 
in a variety of sporting opportunities. Our school 
teams compete at both county and national level. 

Mathematics - Algebra, geometry, statistics and 
number are taught through problem solving and 
practical application. Many students achieve 
awards in both the UK Maths Challenge and 
Maths Olympiad. 

Humanities - Students study history, geography 
and religious studies as part of the humanities 
curriculum, developing an understanding of the 
past, the world we live in and the diversity of cul-
ture and beliefs in society.  

Modern Foreign Languages - We offer both 
French and German, taught with an emphasis on 
practical application and participation. Students 
study home life, sport, hobbies, food, health, 
fashion and family in both languages  

Science - Combining the areas of biology, physics 
and chemistry, students develop skills in scientific 
enquiry, and independent learning. This provides 
a thorough grounding for the further study of 
these subjects at key stages four and five. 

Computing - Focusing on how real ICT solutions 
can be used in industry, students complete tasks 
on programming, desk top publishing, viruses, 
game design, file management, programming, 
social networking and web design.  

Drama - A purpose built drama block and theatre 
provide the perfect environment for a varied 
course including mime, improvisation, mask work 
and theatre craft. Students develop skills and per-
formance confidence. 

Art - Students develop their creativity through 
work with traditional and new media. Using 
printing, photography, drawing and sculpture, 
students reflect critically on their own and other 
people’s work, judging quality and meaning. 

Creative Technology - Studying food, resistant 
materials and textiles, students explore ethical, 
aesthetic, environmental, and economic aspects 
of design and production. 

Music - Students develop confidence in live music 
performance and use a range of music specific IT 
systems. Individual music tuition is also available 
for students who want to develop their skills in a 
particular instrument. 

PSHE, Discovery Days and Curriculum Days - 
These sessions develop students’ capacity to 
manage key social issues proactively and safely. 
Students also explore career options and sixth 
form study.  Our curriculum days are whole year 
group visits to places of cultural importance.  



Chilwell School offers a wide range of extra-curricular 
opportunities for students. Our commitment to sports is 
led by an excellent PE department through a variety of 
after school sports clubs: cricket, badminton, netball, 
football, trampolining, rounders, athletics are just some 
of the clubs and teams that run throughout the year. We 
are lucky that all of this can take pace in the excellent 
facilities of the Chilwell Olympia Leisure Centre.  

Alongside our sports offer we are also one of the largest 
Nottinghamshire centres offering the Duke of Edinburgh 
Award - over 70% of Year 9 are involved in our current 
programme. This is an invaluable and popular activity 
with students and is well supported by staff and parents. 

The library  is also open before and after school 
and every lunchtime. We want to ensure that 
all students take up the opportunities that we 
offer as part of this enrichment programme. 

Please see our school website for information 
on the wide range of experiences available to 
students at Chilwell. 



Personalised support 

At Chilwell School we believe that a safe, happy 
and caring environment is crucial for effective 
learning. Our highly praised system of pastoral 
care aims to provide guidance and support to 
each and every student as they develop their 
learning in school. 

Our pastoral system allows students to feel secure 
and known. Students stay in their tutor group 
from years seven to eleven. A high proportion of 
our students choose to remain in our excellent 
sixth form provision and progress from there to 
university or apprenticeships. 

All students will be challenged to succeed. 
For some students additional support will be 
given to achieve this. Our committed staff 
across the school and the team in learning 
support work with a range of students who 
benefit from in-class support, small group 
work or mentoring. 

Some students may well be withdrawn from 
lessons to follow a literacy, numeracy or 
English as a second language programme. 
These support programmes are personalised 
to meet the needs of each student. 

Challenge for students at all levels mean that 
we have students achieving results that 
match the best in the country. We continue 
to set high expectations and challenge all 
students to do their best. 

“a culture of safeguarding 
permeates the school”  
OFSTED MAY 2018 

“Outcomes for students in the 
sixth form continue to be strong.”  
OFSTED MAY 2018 
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